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INTRODUCTION 


The committee wishes to express its appreciation for assistance in 
the preparation of this report to Georgetown University, its faculty 
and to the group of experts from various parts of the United States 
who cooperated with the university. The record of hearings of the 
committee, together with individual sworn depositions from eye- 
witnesses, documents, exhibits and other authoritative evidence 
formed the basis for this report. 

The purpose of this report is to telescope the essentials of the history 
of Lithuania and its people; including the period of Communist take- 
over and occupation of that nation. It is hoped that this report will 
help the American people to understand better the nations and people 
enslaved or? communism and thereby to more fully appreciate the 
true nature, tactics and final objectives of the criminal conspiracy of 
world communism, 
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Mr. Kersten of Wisconsin, from the Select Committee on Communist 
Aggression, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[Pursuant to H. Res. 346 and H. Res. 438] 


COMMUNIST TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF 
LITHUANIA 


I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Lithuania is situated on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea and 
roughly comprises the basin of the Nemunas River and its tributaries. 
Its prewar area was 21,488 square miles with a population of 3 million. 

Lithuanians are the descendants of one of the eastern branches of 
the Indo-European race and their language is entirely different from 
the Slavonic (Russian, Polish) and Germanic languages. 

The name of Lithuania was first mentioned in the Annales Quedlin- 
burgenses of the year 1009. At that time the country was divided 
into a dozen or more independent principalities, and not until the 
13th century did Lithuania become united under the single rule of 
King Mindaugas. 

After the assassination of King Mindaugas in 1263, instability char- 
acterized the political life until the ascendancy of Gediminas (1316-41) 
who succeeded in consolidating the Lithuanian state. The struggle 
against Teutonic incursions continued, however, to be one of Lithu- 
ania’s major problems. 

Under Gediminas, vast areas of Slavic lands came under Lithuanian 
domination and he built his capital, Vilna, which, from then on, except 
the period 1919-39, has remained the capital of Lithuania. 
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After the demise of King Gediminas in 1341, the country was ruled 
by two brothers, Algirdas and Kestutis, from 1345 to 1377. W hile 
Kestutis concentrated his efforts in the West, Algirdas cntengh to 
concentrate upon expansion eastward. 

In 1377, Algirdas named his eldest son, Jogaila (Jagello), his suc- 
cessor. In 1386, Jogaila, then Grand Duke of Lithuanm, was elected 
to the Polish throne and married the Polish Queen Jadwiga. Thus 
began the Lithuanian dynasty of Jogaila on the Polish throne which 
lasted from 1386 until 1572. 

Simultaneously with the personal union with Poland, Lithuania, a 
pagan nation, adopted Roman Ca, jholicism and in 1387 she was offi- 
cially proclaimed a Christian sts ite. 

After a period of internal discord, Jogaila’s cousin, Vytautas the 
Great, became the ruler of Lithuania. He continued Christianization 
and westernization with remarkable success. He greatly improved 
the spiritual and cultural ties with Western Europe so that within a 
few generations Lithuania became an integral part of the West- 
European cultural community. 

Lithuania reached the height of her power after the defeat of the 
Teutonic Order in the Battle of Tannenberg (1410). 

The Empire of Vytautas included the lands of the upper Volga and 
Oka Rivers with towns of Smolensk, Vyazma, Mozhaisk, Tula, Kursk, 
and the Donets Basin. The total extent of the Empire was as large 
as the combined area of modern France and Germany. Even the 
Tatars of Crimea became its vassals and remained so until 1475. 

In the 16th century Lithuania was compelled to reckon with the 
steadily increasing power and pressure of Muscovy. The growing 
threat induced Lithuania to conclude a political union, with Poland 
at Lublin in 1569. In the structure of the dual Commonwealth, both 
states retained their separate governments, armed forces, treasuries, 
and law courts. 

The 18th century marks the decline of Lithuania. In devastating 
wars she lost much of her territory and in consequence of the Polish 
partitions Lithuania was brought under complete Russian domination. 

During the 120 years of Russian domination, no less than 5 dis- 
tinct major revolts took place in Lithuania. After the rebellion of 
Kosciuszko in 1794 another effort to throw off Russian domination 
took place in 1812, when nine regiments of Lithuanian volunteers 
fought under Napoleon for the restoration of Lithuanian independence. 
A provisional Lithuanian Government was actually set up, but after 
the defeat of Napoleon it came to an end. 

The third unsuccessful revolt of Lithuania occurred in 1831. The 
consequences of this revolt were severe. The University of Vilna and 
many schools, churches, and monasteries were closed. Czar Nicolas I 
invoked a sweeping policy of Russification. Repressive measures 
were taken against all forms of Lithuanian culture, including the 
language, schools, the Catholic religion, and the personnel in the 
nation’s administrative offices. 

Lithuania’s fourth and most energetic effort to revolt took place in 
1863-64. This insurrection failed, too, after a struggle of 18 months. 
Like the previous this revolt proved to be politically fruitless and 
costly, yielding only such consequences as hangings, exile to Siberia, 
and emigration. But even this harsh treatment failed te end Lith- 
uania’s drive for freedom and national independence. 
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During the revolution of 1905 fresh hopes for independence arose. 
A significant episode in Lithuanian history was the convocation of 
the Grand Assembly which met at Vilna on December 4-6, 1905. 
The Assembly brought together 2,000 delegates from all provinces— 
Kaunas, Vilnius, Gardinas, Suvalkai, and from Lithuania Minor— 
demanding home rule. Unfortunately this revolt suffered the same 
fate as the previous ones. 


II. WORLD WAR I AND THE INDEPENDENCE OF LITHUANIA 


World War I imposed new demands upon Lithuanian resources 
and its people. The German armies overran the country in September 
1915, and remained there until the end of the war. The Germans 
sought to make Lithuania into a German province. But the Lithu- 
anians advanced a program for national independence. With the 
War Relief Committee as a cover, the Lithuanian political parties 
created an executive committee of five to negotiate with the German 
military administration. On June 10, 1916, the Committee presented 
a memorandum to the commander of the Germany Army in which 
it demanded a reestablishment of Lithuanian independence within the 
ethnographic boundaries. 

Such aspirations, however, were contrary to the German aims, 
To counter the independence movement and to provide a necessary 
cover for its own plans, Germany sought to create a Lithuanian advi- 
sory council of prominent Lithuanians. When these efforts failed, 
Berlin finally granted permission to convoke a Lithuanian National 
Conference. The Conference met on September 18, 1917, in Vilna 
and remained in session until September 23. The most decisive 
actions of the Conference were the election of a National Council and 
the drafting of a declaration calling for Lithuania’s elevation to the 
status of a sovereign nation. In a short time, the National Council 
was recognized by Lithuanians at home and abroad as the spokesman 
of the Lithuanian nation. 

Confronted with continued German pressure and with the new 
menace of bolshevism, the Lithuanian National Council on February 
16, 1918, unanimously adopted a declaration calling for “the reestab- 
lishment of an independent Lithuania on a democratic basis, with 
Vilna as capital and the severance of all political ties which have 
linked it with other nations.” 

This declaration became Lithuania’s official proclamation of 
independence. 

On November 2, 1918, the Lithuanian National Council promul- 
gated the provisional Constitution of the Lithuanian State, which 
placed the executive functions in the hands of a directory of three 
and delegated A. Voldemaras to form the first provisional Lithuanian 
Government. 

After the evacuation of Lithuania by Germany in November and 
December 1918, Bolshevik troops arrived at the border of Lithuania 
with the members of a Soviet Lithuanian Government. Moscow 
recognized the independence of Soviet Lithuania and directed all 
military and civil authorities of the Russian Soviet Republic to pro- 
vide assistance to the Government of Soviet Lithuania. The invad- 
ing Soviet Russian Army pretended to be acting in support of Soviet 
Lithuania, so that the war on Lithuanian territory would have the 
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appearance of a civil war, and not an act of aggression by the Soviet 
Russian Army. 

The Red army occupied Vilna on January 5,1919. ‘The provisional 
National Government left the capital and established itself in Kaunas, 
Here a Lithuanian Army was organized and the newly constituted 
Lithuanian National Army drove the invaders back in early February 
1919. The last battle with the Red army was fought at Griva, late 
in 1919. The peace treaty between the Lithuanian National Govern- 
ment and the Government of the R. S. F.S. R. was signed in Moscow 
on July 12, 1920. By this treaty the Soviet Government recognized 
“the sovereignty and independence of the state of Lithuania with all 
juridical consequences resulting from such recognition, and volun- 
tarily and forever renounces all sovereign rights possessed by Russia 
over the Lithuanian people and territory.” 


III. LITHUANIA BETWEEN WORLD WARS I AND II 


De jure recognition was extended to Lithuania by the great powers 
during 1918-22, On September 22, 1921, Lithuania was admitted 
into the League of Nations. Thus, Lithuania became a full member 
of the international community. 

The war with Soviet Russia compelled Lithuania to forego general 
elections for the Constituent Assembly until April 14-16, 1920. 

The permanent constitution was adopted on August 1, 1922. It 
followed the political philosophy of the West. Accordingly, the state 
of Lithuania was an independent democratic Republic. Sovereign 
authority was vested in the nation which exercized it through the 
Parliament (Seimas), the Government and the courts. The people 
of the Republic were accorded the constitutional rights of freedom of 
speech and assembly. The Constitution guaranteed freedom of 
religion. Other rights included the freedom of local government, 
and autonomy for the national minorities, 


Land reform 

The most important step for internal consolidation of Lithuania 
was land reform. Prior to World War I, approximately 450 families 
owned 3.5 million acres, or 22 percent of all the land, each with an 
estimated minimum ownership of 2,000 acres. Within a few years 
over 45,000 new farms had been established, and over 200,000 persons 
had been provided with regular occupations and permanent homes 
through agrarian reform. According to the agricultural census of 
1930, there were a total of 287,380 farms, ranging in area from 2.5 to 
250 acres and comprising a combined area of 10,671,048 acres of land. 
By 1939 there were 335,720 farm units distributed throughout the 
nation. Seventy-six percent of the Lithuanian population were 
engaged in agriculture. Simultaneously with the land reform, great 
emphasis had been placed upon the improvement of farming methods. 
During the 10-year period preceding World War II, grain production 
increased almost 100 percent. Butter production was raised (in 
1,000 metric tons) from 1.6 to 19.9 and butter export increased from 
2,051 metrie tons in 1927 to 16,386 in 1939. Also in all categories of 
livestock breeding Lithuanian production increased considerably. 
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Industry 


While only 6.43 percent of the population were engaged in industrial 
production, ‘industrial enterprises numbering five or more employees 
increased from 2,474 in 1920 to 16,131 by 1939. In 1913 Lithuania 
had 151 industrial establishments with an aggregate number of 6,603 
employees, while in 1939 there were 16,131 enterprises with 33,000 
workers. 

Transportation 


From the Russian Empire the Lithuanian Republic inherited 965 
kilometers of neglected railroads and 750 kilometers of wholly in- 
adequate narrow-gage railroals. Rolling stock was virtually non- 
existent. In 1937 there were 1,837 kilometers of standard-gage rail- 
road tracks which carried yearly a total of 3,379,700 passengers and 
2,075,200 tons of freight. An additional narrow-gage railroad carried 
292,500 passengers and 27 77,000 tons of freight. 

By 1938 in Lithuania there were 2,000 kilometers of first-class 
highways, augmented by 30,536 kilometers of well-graded local roads. 

Large investments were also made for the improvement of inland 


waterways and the construction of new installations in the port of 
Klaipeda. 


Social legislation 


Great efforts were made to insure the health and general well-being 
of the people. Numerous hospitals were built and community centers 
opened. The 8-hour day was introduced and provisions were made 
for medical care of the rural population. The Sickness Insurance 
Association was taking care of 133,400 workmen and members of their 
families. 


Education 


In education, too, Lithuania made great progress. There were in 1920 
only 1,173 grammar schools, with 1,483 teachers and 71,648 students. 
By the year 1939 these figures increased to 2,328 schools, with 5,228 
teachers and 292,545 students. Schools for secondary education made 
similar progress. In 1920 there were 40 secondary schools, with 9,076 
students. In 1937 there were 89 secondary schools, with 18,838 stu- 
dents. In 1927 there were 7 vocational schools, with 50 teachers and 
197 students. By 1938 this figure increased to 25 schools, with 310 
teachers, and 2,764 students. 

Among the schools of higher learning were the University of 
Vytautas the Great, the Veterinary Academy, State Conservatory 
of Music, the State Art School (all located in Kaunas), the Agricui- 
tural Academy at Dotnuva, and the Commercial Institute, Peda- 
gogical Institute, and the Music School at Klaipeda. ‘The University 
of Vytautas the Great had in 1938 a student body of 3,041 and 292 
professors. 


Lithuanian-Soviet relations (1918-39) 


The attitude of the Kremlin rulers toward the Baltic countries was 
stated with cynical candor in Izvestia on December 25, 1918: 
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are directly on the road from Russia to Western 


Europe and are therefore a hindrance to our revolution, * * * This seperating 
wall has to be destroyed. * * * 
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At that time, however, this plan could not be carried out. Soviet 
Russia was too weak to realize it and consequently adopted a policy 
of apparent friendliness. 

The peace treaty of July 12, 1920, was reaffirmed by the pact of 
nonaggression, concluded between Lithuania and Soviet Russia on 
September 28, 1926. By this accord Soviet Russia recognized Lith- 
uania’s title to Vilna, in spite of an official Polish protest. 

The Republic of Lithuania and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics mutually agreed to respect each other’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and to refrain from any act of aggression against 
the other. 

On April 4, 1934, this treaty was extended until December 31, 1945. 
On this occasion, Mr, Litvinov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs, stated: 


* * * the whole world must know that our proposal is not of a temporary 


character, has not been caused by incidental conjectural circumstances, but is 

expression of our constant termless policy of peace, of which the fundamental 
element is preservation of independence of the young states which you are repre- 
senting here, * * * 


On July 5, 1933, a Convention for the Definition of the Aggression 
was concluded between Lithuania and the Soviet Union. Both 
countries agreed to recognize as the aggressor that state which declared 
war on the other, or invaded the territory of the other state. 


IV. WORLD WAR II 


When the deterioration of relations between Nazi Germany and the 
Western democracies was approaching its climax in 1939, Great 
Britain and France attempted to arrive at a common policy with the 
Soviet Union. After 4 months of lengthy, arduous negotiations, the 
project to include Soviet Russia in the peace front to counter the 
Rome-Berlin axis ended in a failure. 

The Soviet-Nazi conspiracy 

The simultaneous negotiations of Soviet Russia with Nazi Germany 
were more successful. On August 23, 1939, the Soviet Union and 
Germany concluded a treaty of nonaggression, The secret protocol 
provided that— 

In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement in the areas belonging 
to the Baltic States—Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania—the northern boundary 
of Lithuania shall represent the boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany 
and the U. 8. 8. R. In this connection the interest of Lithuania in the Vilna area 
is recognized by each party. 

After the conquest of Poland, new Soviet-German negotiations took 
place which resulted in the agreement of September 28, 1939. The 
main provision stipulated: 

The secret supplementary protocol signed on August 23, 1939, shall be amended 
in item 1 to the effect that the territory of the Lithuanian state falls to the sphere 
of influence of the U.S. 8. R. * * * As soon as the Government of the U. 8.8. R. 
shall take special measures on Lithuanian territory to protect its interests, the 
present German-Lithuanian border, for the purpose of a natural and simple 
boundary delineation, shall be rectified in such a way that the Lithuanian territory 
situated to the southwest of the line marked on the attached map should fall to 
Germany. 

At the time the Nazi forces invaded Poland, Lithuania adopted a 
policy of strict neutrality. However, Nazi Germany saw an oppor- 
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tunity in the old conflict between Lithuania and Poland and pro- 
ceeded to exploit this feud in its own interests. Dr. Peter Bruno 
Kleist, an official in the Nazi Ministry of Foreign Affairs approached 
the Lithuanian Minister in Berlin, and suggested that Lithuania join 
Nazi Germany in common action against Poland. However, the 
Government of Lithuania reaffirmed its decision to preserve — 
neutrality. Another persuasive appeal to Lithuania was made by 
Ribbentrop himself. He repeated the proposition that had forme rly 
been made by Dr. Kleist, and said that in future negotiations with the 
Soviet Union, Germany would induce the Soviet Government to with- 
draw its troops from Vilna and its territory. This would mean that 
Vilna, the ancient capital of Lithuania seized by Poland in 1919, would 
be returned to Lithuania. But the Lithuanian Government again 
reaffirmed its decision in favor of neutrality. In fact, Lithuania had 
not only turned its back on the German proposals, but actually pro- 
ceeded to offer protection and to give every assistance to Polish 
refugees pouring across the Lithuanian borders. 


Moscow im poses mutual assistance pact upon Lithuania 

Following the Moscow invitation of September 26, 1939, a Lithua- 
fian delegation, headed by J. UrbSys, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Lithuania, left Kaunas for Moscow on October 2, 1939. ‘The Soviet 
Government proposed to the Lithuanian delegation that they conclude 
three agreements: (1) A treaty on the cession of the city of Vilna and 
its region to Lithuania; (2) a ‘mutual assistance pact and (3) a tre aty 
on cession to Germany of a pirt of the Lithuanian territory. 

The Soviet representatives explained that the Soviet Government 
intended to place 50,000 troops in Lithuania in the most strategic 
places for the duration of the war. 

The Soviet proposals caused consternation among the members of 
the Lithuanian delegation. The chief of the Lithuanian delegation, 
Urbsys, protested against the Soviet-German agreement concerning 
the disposal of Lithuanian territory. 

The negotiations were difficult. T _ Lithuanian delegation insisted 
that establishment of Soviet troops in Lithuania was unacceptable, 
because it would reduce Lithuania be a vassal state. Instead, Lith- 
uania proposed a mutual assistance pact without military bases. In 
the face of Lithuanian reluctance Molotov pointed out that such an 
attitude would vitiate the pacts concluded with Latvia and Estonia, 
He repeatedly stressed the fact that the establishment of Soviet troops 
would be limited to the period of the present war and that the Soviet 
Union had no intentions of infringing upon the social, economic, and 
political structure of Lithuania. 

Stalin, criticizing the Lithuanian proposal resorted to undisguised 
threat 

In any case, 
he said, 
we consider the creation of military bases on Lithuanian territory as a symbolic 
gesture. They can be the most precious element in the service of Lithuanian 
security. If your Government is frightened at the figure of 35,000 soldiers of the 

ted Army, we can make concessions by asking for bases for 20,000 men * * * 

only. If Lithuania had fallen under German rule she would without a doubt 
have become a German protectorate, whereas we respect the independence of 
Lithuanian state. We are disposed to defend its territorial integrity. 
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The presence of Soviet troops in Lithuania, argued the Lithuanian 
Foreign Minister, would provoke greater activity of the Communists 
in Lithuania and so create difficulties in Lithuanian domestic policy. 
Stalin reacted energetically at this remark, stating that the Soviet 
Union in the future as in the past would not infringe upon Lithuanian 
internal policy and that for him it was without importance what 
means the Lithuanian Government would apply against Communists. 
If it would be necessary “we ourselves would master your Communists 
and warn them,” Stalin stated. 

When the Lithuanian Foreign Minister once more tried to continue 
the discussion, Stalin bruskly interrupted him and said, “Vy slishkom 
mnogo dokazyvaete”’ (You are overstating your case). 

On October 10, 1939, the Soviet Union concentrated its armed 
forces on the Lithuanian frontier. Simultaneously the Soviet Gov- 
ernment put new pressure on the Lithuanian Delegation for the sign- 
ing of the pact of mutual assistance. But this time the provision of 
the original agreement that the Soviet military bases in Lithuania 
would be maintained only for the duration of the war, was eliminated. 
On the remark of the Lithuanian Foreign Minister that such changes 
had created a completely new situation, Molotov bluntly explained 
that the new project was approved by the Council of the People’s 
Commissars and that the provision regarding the bases was stricken 
out by Stalin himself. 

In view of the Soviet intransigence and threat, the Lithuanian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs signed the treaty on October 10, 1939. 
Soviet Russia disposes of Lithuanian territory as its own 

As it was stated above, the Soviet Union and Germany by the 
additional secret protocol of September 28, 1939, agreed that— 

The present German-Lithuanian border, for the purpose of a natural and 
simple boundary delineation, shall be rectified in such a way that the Lithuanian 
territory situated to the southwest of the line marked on the attached map 
should fall to Germany. 

For carrying out this new delineation, on October 3, 1939, Molotov 
proposed to von Schulenburg, German Ambassador in Moscow, that 
the Soviet Government would cede to Lithuania the city of Vilna 
and its environs, and at the same time it would indicate to Lithuania 
that it must cede a portion of its territory to Germany. The German 
Ambassador did not agree with such a proposal and advanced the 
idea that the Soviet Government should exchange Vilna for the strip 
to be ceded to Germany and thereafter hand it over to Germany. 
To this effect, he wrote the German Foreign Office: 

Molotov’s suggestion seems to me harmful, as in the eyes of the world it would 
make us appear as “robbers”’ of Lithuanian territory, while the Soviet Government 
figures as donor. As I see it, only my suggestion enters into consideration at all. 
However, I would ask you to consider whether it might not be advisable for us, 
by a separate secret German-Soviet protocol, to forego the cession of the 
Lithuanian strip of territory until the Soviet Union actually incorporates 


Lithuania, an idea on which, I believe, the arrangement concerning Lithuania 
was originally based. 


Thus, the German Ambassador at that time (October 3, 1939) 
already had no doubt that Lithuania was to be incorporated into the 
Soviet Union in accordance with the spirit of secret agreements. 
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On October 8, 1939, Molotov agreed that— 


It shall be left to Germany to determine the date for the implementing of the 
agreement concerning the cession to Germany of the above-mentioned Lithuanian 
territory. 

Upon Moscow’s decision to occupy Lithuania, the territory in 
question became an object of protracted negotiations between Berlin 
and Moscow, which finally ended in Hitler agreeing to its sale to Stalin 
in consideration of 7,500,000 gold dollars, 

Soviet garrisons in Lithuania 

In accordance with the mutual assistance pact the Soviet Union 
established several military bases in Lithuania. The first 6 months 
passed without important incidents. Soviet troops were disciplined 
and the Soviet authorities invariably repeated the old declaration that 
the Soviet Union did not intend to interfere in the internal affairs of 
Lithuania. 

But the seemingly correct Moscow attitude ended soon after the 
conclusion of the peace treaty between the Soviet Union and Finland 
on March 12, 1940. As early as the end of April, the Lithuanian 
Minister in Moscow reported that ‘‘a black cat crossed the road of 
Lithuanian-Soviet relations.”’ 

The first ill omen was an article published by Izvestia on the 
issues of the war and the situation of the neutral states. The article 
stated: 

The recent war events (occupation of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxem- 
bourg) once more proved that neutrality of small states, which do not have power 
to support it, is a mere fantasy. Therefore, there are very few chances for small 
countries to survive and to maintain their independence. All considerations of 
small countries on the question of justice and injustice in relations with the big 
powers, which are in the war “to determine if they are to be or not to be,” are at 
least naive * * *. We should once more remind them that the policy of neutral- 
ity of small countries could not be called anything but suicide. 

There were other signs indicating the change of Soviet attitude 
toward Lithuania. The Communists organized strikes and incited 
workers against the Lithuanian authorities and from May 18 to May 
25, 1940, the Soviet transferred from Naujoji Vilnia (situated near the 
Soviet frontier) to Gaizunai (in the central part of Lithuania) a large 
number of tanks, trucks, artillery, airplanes, and quantities of muni- 
tion. On May 25, 1940, the Soviet Government presented to the 
Lithuanian Government a note accusing the Lithuanian authorities of 
the kidnapping of two Soviet soldiers. The accusation shocked the 
Lithuanians. Until that date they were convinced that the relations 
with the Soviet Union were good. The Lithuanian Government 
immediately asked the Soviet Government ‘‘to indicate the persons 
and authorities which Chairman Molotov had in mind in his state- 
ment”, and gave the order to search energetically for the soldiers 
mentioned in the Molotov statement. 

The next day, the Lithuanian Government informed the Soviet 
Government that a special commission for investigation of the charges 
was appointed and expressed its agreement with the Soviet request 
that “the representative of the Soviet military command stationed in 
Lithuania should take part in the investigation.” 

All efforts, however, to clear the case of the alleged disappearances 
were met with no response from the Soviet Government. Then, 
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inexpectedly, the Soviet Government published a communique on 
Mav 30, 1940 “on provocation of the Lithuanian authorities’’. 

Without any delay, the Government of Lithuania sent its Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, J. UrbSys, to Moscow and through direct negotia- 
tions tried to find a way to settle the incident. Molotov agreed to 
discuss the matter, but only with the Prime Minister. In two con- 
secutive meetings, which took place in the Kremlin on June é and 3, 
the Prime Minister of Lithuania, A. Merkys, tried to convince Molotov 
that Lithuania had no interest except the cultivation of good and 
friendly relations with the Seviet Union. Molotov did not pay any 
attention to his explanations. At the first meeting he attacked the 
Director of the Security Department and the Minister of the Interior 
for their hostile attitude toward the Soviet Union. At the second 
meeting, he reproeched the Prime Minister himself for transforming 
the Estonian-Latvian military convention into a triple military alli- 
ance directed against the Soviet Union 

There was no doubt any longer that Moscow had far-reaching 
intentions which could endanger the independence of Lithuania. The 
Prime Minister sent an urgent report to Kaunas. le asked the 
President of the Republic, A. Smetona, to send immediately a message 
to the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet 
Union, assuring the loyalty of Lithuania toward the Soviet Union. 
Ile asked also that the Minister of Foreign Affairs should come to 
Moscow to explain the Lithuanian-Latvian-Estonian — relations. 
Neither the explanations of the Lithuanian Foreign Minister, nor 
the loy alty nessage relieved the tension. 

The efforts of the Lithuanian Government to satisfy the rulers of 
the Kremlin were not and could not have been successful. The 
Government of Moscow was merely pursuing the plan to implement 
its secret agreements with Nazi Germany regarding Lithuania. The 
o-called disappearance of Soviet soldiers and other Soviet charges 
were intended to create a pretext to annex the unfortunate country. 
The Soviet Government, knowing that the charges were unfounded, 
did not seriously attempt to investigate the matter. 


Soviet ultimatum to Lithuania 


On June 14, 1940, Molotov presented to the Lithuanian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, at that time in Moseow, the Soviet ultimatum. 
The Moscow government accused the Lithuanian Government. of 
kidnaping and torture of Soviet soldiers in charge of the Soviet 
military bases in Lithuania, and demanded: 


1. That the Minister of the Interior, Skucas, and the Director of the Depart- 

ent of Security, Povilaitis, be immediately delivered to the judicial authorities 

and tried as directly guilty of acts of provocation committed against the garrisons 
of the Soviet Union in Lithuania. 

2. ‘That a government be immediately formed in Lithuania capable of assuring 
proper fulfilment of the treaty of mutual assistance between the Soviet Union 
and Lithuania 

3. That a free entry into the territory of Lithuania be immediately assured 
for units of the army of the Soviet Union which will be stationed in the most 
mportant centers of Lithuania and which will be sufficiently numerous to assure 
he enforcement of the treaty of mutual assistance between the Soviet Union 
and Lithuania, 


Immediately an emergency meeting was called by the President 
of the Republic. President A. Smetona suggested rejection of the 
Soviet demands, He urged the organization of military resistance 
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against Soviet aggression. He recommended also that the Govern- 
ment should leave the country and organize abroad for the restoration 
of the independence of Lithuania. However, the majority of the 
Cabinet was determined to comply with the Soviet demands in order 
to prevent the destruction of the country. In their opinion it was 
impossible in a few hours to organize any substantial resistance 
against the Red army. Finally, the President of the Republic agreed 
to accept the ultimatum and appointed Gen. S. Rastikis Prime 
Minister. A few hours later, the Lithuanian Foreign Minister, who 
was still in Moscow, informed the President of the Republic that 
Molotov considered General Rastikis unacceptable to the Soviet 
Union and that the Soviet Government decided to send V. G. Dekan- 
ozov, Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs, to Kaunas to take 
charge of the formation of the new Cabinet. 

The President felt that under these conditions he could not perform 
his constitutional duties. He was unwilling to legalize the Soviet 
distinction of Lithuania’s independence. He decided to carry on the 
struggle for the restoration of Lithuania’s independence from abroad 
and left Lithuania on June 15, 1940. On the same day large military 
units of the Red army occupied Lithuania and Dekanozov, Soviet 
special emissary, arrived at Kaunas. It was his mission to form the 
new government and to complete the task of incorporating Lithuania 
into the Soviet Union. 


V. LITHUANIA UNDER SOVIET DOMINATION 


The first act of Dekanozov was to declare that the Lithuanian 
Government considered the departure of President Smetona as his 
resignation and that the duties of President of the Republic would be 
performed by the Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Merkys, in accordance 
with section 72 of the Constitution of Lithuania. 

On June 18, 1940, Paleckis addressed a message to the Lithuanian 
nation in which he stated: 

In foreign relations the new Government will continue to maintain normal 
relations with all states. The first task of the Government will be establishment 
of sincere and friendly relations with the Soviet Union with which Lithuania has 
a close alliance based on the mutual assistance pact. 

On June 25, 1940, the Minister of the Interior ordered that the 
Communist Party of Lithuania be entered on the register of societies 
and associations. Thus, the ban on the Communist Party was 
removed. In connection with this, Lietuvos Aidas (Echo of Lith- 
uania) wrote: 


The Communist Party which has always fought for the people’s interests, will 
now be the only legal party in liberated Lithuania. There is no place in Lithuania 
for other parties which for a long time struggled against the people and against 
the independence of Lithuania. 

There were officials in the people’s government who had confidence 
in Lithuanian-Soviet friendship and who believed that the Soviet 
Union would keep its promise to preserve Lithuanian independence. 
Realizing that they had become victims of an extraordinary fraud 
they decided to make a desperate appeal to Moscow. On June 24, 
1940, the Deputy Prime Minister, Kreve-Mickevicius, asked the 
Lithuanian Envoy in Moscow to arrange a meeting for him with 
Molotov. On July 2, 1940, he was received by Molotov in Moscow 
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The Deputy Prime Minister tried to come to terms with Molotov 
on the future relations of Lithuania with the Soviet Union. He com- 
plained of interference in the internal affairs of Lithuania by Dekano- 
zov, the Soviet Legation, and the Red Army. He argued that the 
Lithuanian Government had lost control of the country. He asked 
Molotov to discipline the Soviet officials in Lithuania and to conclude 
a new convention in which Lithuanian-Soviet foreign relations would 
be stipulated in a more precise manner. 

In a long conversation, Molotov explained the future plans of the 
Soviet Union toward Lithuania. Among other things he stated: 

You must take a good look at reality and understand that in the future small 
nations will have to disappear. Your Lithuania along with other Baltic nations, 
including Finland, will have to join the glorious family of the Soviet Union. 
Therefore you should begin now to initiate your people into the Soviet system 
which in the future shall reign everywhere, throughout all Europe—put into 
practice earlier in some places, as in the Baltic nations—later in others. * * * 

Realizing the hopelessness of the situation and not willing to 
“participate in the burial of Lithuania’s independence” Deputy Prime 
Minister Kreve-Mickevicius upon return from Moscow submitted 
his resignation (which, however, was not accepted). E. Galvan- 
auskas, the Minister of Finance, also resigned and fled abroad. The 
leadership was then entrusted to the Communist Gedvilas, Minister 
of the Interior, who conscientiously carried out the plan drafted in 
Moscow. 

Communist-controlled elections 

On July 5, 1940, the Lithuanian Government published an official 
communique to the effect that the elections to the People’s Diet would 
be held on July 14. The next day Paleckis, Acting President of the 
Republic, published a new electoral law. 

The law on elections was based on the pattern of the electoral law 
of the U.S.S. R. The basic principle of the law was that the nomina- 
tion of the candidates should be reserved for the Communist Party 
and its affiliated organizations. However, the voting should be equal, 
direct, secret, and carried out according to the principles of universal 
suffrage. 

Full control of elections was in the hands of the Supreme Electoral 
Commission, appointed by the Government, the members of which 
were Communists. 

Execution of the law on elections was entrusted to the Soviet Secret 
Police (NKVD), established under the name of State Security Depart- 
ment within the Ministry of the Interior. A. Snieckus, secretary 
general of the Lithuanian Communist Party, was appointed its 
Director. 

On July 7, 1940, the Director of the State Security Department 
ordered the liquidation of all non-Communist parties and the arrest 
of their leaders and active members. 

This left the Communist Party the only recognized party but in 
order to mislead the voters, it took on the name ‘Union of Working 
People of Lithuania.” 

The main concern of the Communist Party was that the greatest 
possible number of voters should vote. To accomplish this goal 
intimidation and police methods were used. The duty to vote was 
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especially emphasized. The daily newspaper, Vilniaus-Balsas, 
stated in its editorial of July 9, 1940: 

Persons who do not vote, who do not take part in elections, are not concerned 
with the future of the people. They are the enemies of the people. There is no 
longer a place for such persons in working Lithuania. 

However, on July 14, 1940, very few people voted (15 to 20 percent). 
Absentism was so evident that the Communist Party decided to take 
some additional measures. On the evening of July 14, the Acting 
President of the Republic promulgated a decree extending the voting 
until 10 p. m., July 15. In it he warned: 

Only the enemies of the people, only the enemies of this new Lithuania, may 
stay home and not participate in the victory march of the Lithuanian people. — 

The administration issued orders to county chiefs, police, and chiefs 
of townships to take all necessary measures, to organize transporta- 
tion to polls and to warn the population of their duty to vote. Con- 
sequently, the next day the population took part in the “election 
and cast ballots “freely”? and with “enthusiasm.” 

On July 17, 1940, the Supreme Electoral Commission published 
the following statement on the results of elections: 

1. In the elections to the People’s Diet, which took place on July 14-15, 1940, 
1,386,569 voters have submitted 1,386,569 envelopes; this represents 95.1 per- 
cent of all those who had the right to vote according to section 1 of above-men- 
tioned law. 

2. For the ticket of the Union of Working People’s 1,375,349 voters, or 99.19 
rcent of all who east ballots, voted. 
3. No complaints on irregularity of voting were submitted. 


p 


Incorporation Into the Soviet Union 

As soon as the Supreme Electoral Commission published the results 
of the elections, the Communist Party, conforming to Moscow’s plan, 
inaugurated a series of mass meetings. The “demand of the people” 
was that “Stalin’s constitution” should be introduced into Lithuania, 
and that Lithuania become a part of the Soviet Union. 

On July 21, 1940, the People’s Diet was convened for its first session. 
In 1 hour it adopted the resolution which introduced the Soviet system 
into Lithuania and declared Lithuania a Soviet Republic. After brief 
intermission, it adopted the second resolution asking “the Supreme 
Soviet of the U. S. S. R. to admit the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist 
Republic in the body of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as a 
Union Republic on the same basis as the Ukrainian, the Byelorussian, 
and other Union Republics.” 

On August 3, 1940, the Supreme Soviet of the U. S. S. R. decided 
“to grant the request of the Seimas (Diet) of Lithuania and to admit 
the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic into the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics as an equal Federal Soviet Socialist Republic.” 

In the name of the silenced people of Lithuania her diplomatic 
representatives abroad presented their solemn protest against the 
falsification of the will of the Lithuanian people to the governments 
to which they were accredited and unanimously condemned the Soviet 
aggression and the seizure of.their state. Protest was sympathetically 
received and endorsed by the United States where the Lithuanian 
diplomatic mission continued to enjoy recognition, Secretary of State 
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John Foster Dulles restated before the committee on November 30 
1953, the unchanged attitude of the United States: 


, 


The United States, for its part, maintains the diplomatic recognition which it 
extended in 1922 to the three Baltic nations. We continue to deel with their 
diplomatic and consular representatives who served the last independent govern- 
ments of these states. 

Adoption of the Soviet Constitution 

On August 25, 1940, the People’s Diet adopted the constitution of 
the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic. The constitution gen- 
erally followed the pattern of the constitutions of the other Soviet 
Republics. It reflected the first phase of sovietization of the Lithua- 
nian political, social and economic order. 

In 1951 the constitution was radically amended to synchronize it 
with the completed sovietization of Lithuania. The fundamental 
differences between the two constitutions were described by Samaus- 
kas, Deputy Prime Minister of the Lithuanian 5S. 5. R. as follows: 

Since the Constitution of the Lithuanian S. S. R. was adopted in 1940 the 
capitalist economic system has been liquidated in the territory of the Republic; 
the more important trade and industrial enterprises, banks, and means of trans- 
portation and communication have been nationalized; but within the limits estab- 
lished by law small commercial enterprises have been permitted to operate and 
artisan workers have not been organized into cooperatives. In agriculture, the 
landlords were liquidated. The kulaks were not liquidated as a class, but the 
agrarian reform abolished the basis of this class. The land was in the hands of 
individual farmers. The socialist sector in agriculture was confined to Govern- 
ment collective farms and machine tractor stations. These peculiarities were 
reflected in the Constitution of the Lithuanian 8.8. R. The present situation is 
totally different. Private enterprise has been eliminated from trade and industry, 
and the small workers have been organized into cooperatives. There are historic 
changes in the villages of the Lithuanian 8. 8. R.: the toiling peasants, guided by 
the party of Lenin and Stalin, have resolutely chosen the way-of collective farm- 
ing. All these changes will be endorsed by the Constitution of the Lithuanian 
5: &. BR. 

With the constitution of 1951 the Lithuanian S. S. R. became a 
part of the general system of the U.S. 5S. R. 


Lithuanian resistance and revolt 


From the very beginning of the Soviet occupation, the Lithuanian 
people were opposed to Soviet rule. The resistance at first wes pas- 
sive, later developed into revolt. Passive resistance was shown by 
boycotting elections to the People’s Diet, by boycotting parades on 
such occasions as the Soviet holidays of November 7 or May 1, by 
mass demonstrations of religious and national feelings on All Souls 
Day (November 2). 

Active resistance began with the founding of underground organi- 
zations. On October 9, 1940, the Activist Front was formed to lead 
the underground struggle. According to witness Juozas Brazaitis: 

The Activist organization aimed in the first place at rationalizing the resistance 
operations, in order to protect the population from the NKVD provocations. 
Secondly, to aid and shelter the prosecutees. Thirdly, to maintain liaison with 
the free world. Finally, to organize an insurrection when suitable time should 
arrive. 

The resistance movement caused great concern to the state security 
police. The Commissar of State Security of the Lithuanian S. S. R., 
Gladkov, in his order of April 7, 1941, especially emphasized: 

It is established that counterrevolutionary organizations existing on the terri- 
tory of the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic—as well as individuals among the 
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counterrevolutionary elements, are collecting and striving to procure weapons and 
cartridges in order to organize armed struggle against Soviet rule * * * 

On April 5 of that year, the theft of 500 hand grenades was dis- 
covered in the militia warehouse of the city of Vilna. 

When on June 22, 1941, Nazi Germany attacked the Soviet Union, 
a spontaneous and general revolt broke out against the Soviet rule 
throughout the country. On June 23, 1941, the Kaunas radio station 
was occupied by insurgents and a provisional National Government 
was proclaimed.. Units of the former Lithuanian army, incorporated 
into the Soviet forces, likewise revolted at Vilna and Varena. It is 
estimated that 90,000 guerrillas took part in the insurrection. 

Hostile propaganda has tried to represent this act of revolt as one 
“made in Germany.” Such allegation, however, is completely false, 
according to the statement of Dr. Padalis before the Committee on 
Communist Aggression: 

It was a complete surprise to the German Government and the German Gov- 
ernment ordered the military commandant of Lithuania not to have any relations 
with our provisional Government, not to help in any way the operations of the 
provisional Government, but on the contrary, to restrict our activities as much as 
possible. 

The Lithuanian people interpreted the insurrection as the expression of the 
nation’s will to be free and to spare no lives in gaining the liberty. This was a 
reply to Soviet propaganda to the effect that the Lithuanians had allegedly of 
their own free will renounced their independence and joined the Soviet Union, 
stated Deputy Prime Minister of the Lithuanian provisional Government, 
J. Brazaitis, before the Committee on Communist Agression. 

The provisional Lithuanian Government quickly reestablished the 
administrative organs of the country. However, on July 17, 1941, 
Henrich Lohse was appointed head of the German civilian adminis- 
tration for the territories of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Bye- 
lorussia, which were thereby constituted into the German province, 
Ostland. On August 5, 1941, the Lithuanian provisional Govern- 
ment was compelled to discontinue its functions. 


Expropriation of industry, commerce, trade, and credit (1940-41) 


The economic system introduced by the Communists affected all 
fields of Lithuanian national economy. Property of private persons, 
of corporations, and cooperatives were proclaimed to be “people’s 
property.” To protect this property, Soviet trustees were appointed 
with unlimited power. 

On June 26, 1940, the People’s Diet declared the nationalization of 
banks and large industries. On September 27, 1940, the nationaliza- 
tion of private commercial establishments was decreed. Then 
followed in rapid succession the nationalization of transportation, 
hotels, stores, and privately owned houses. Even the pension and 
social security fund was nationalized. Everything became the 
property of the Communist state. 

On November 25; 1940, Lithuanian currency, litas, was devaluated. 
Simultaneously with the devaluation of litas, the use of the ruble was 
introduced. The exchange rate was fixed at one litas for 0.90 ruble. 
Such rate of exchange did not correspond to the actual value of the 
two currencies since the purchasing power of litas was 3-4 times 
greater than that of the ruble. On March 25, litas was withdrawn 
from cireulation. 
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The expropriation of private property destroyed the very foundation 
of the Lithuanian economy and turned her prosperous population into 
paupers, 


Collectivization of farming after World War IT 

The drive for collectivization of farming started in 1947. The 
Council of Ministers of the Lithuanian S. S. R. and the central com- 
mittee of the Communist Party passed a resolution in March 1948 
concerning the organization of collective farms. A most vigorous 
campaign was launched against the individual farmers by the Moscow 
radio. According to the Moscow broadcast of August 9, 1948: 

Individual farms, especially in the Baltic Republies, were sheltering-places for 
enemy agents. It is the supreme duty of the Communists of Lithuania to organize 
collective farms and destroy the centers of bourgeois and western influence. 

In consequence of the intensive drive, by 1954, 98.8 percent of all 
farms were joined into 2,266 kolkhozes- -collective farms. 

With collectivization of farming, the general productivity of the 
farms declined. Dr. A. Trimakas testified to this fact before the 
Committee on Communist Aggression: 

For instance, in Lithuania in 1939 we had about 25 bushels of rye per hectare. 
Now, today, in the same Lithuania, on the same farms, they have only 11 bushels 
per hectare. In wheat we had 24. Now itis 10. Potatoes we had 340 bushels— 
now we have 185. There were 480,000 horses—now 213,000. Sheep 1,200,000— 
now only 260,000. Pigs 1 million plus—now 315,000. 

The living standard of the collective farmworker is very low. For 
instance, in the region of Marijampole, one of the most fertile regions 
of the country, the remuneration was 6 kilogram (about 13 pounds) 
of rye and 2.50 rubles for each working day. Each farmer worked an 
average of 150 to 200 days, and at the end of the year (1950) he re- 
ceived 9 to 12 quintals of grain and 375 to 500 rubles in cash. Such 
earnings are equivalent to one month’s salary of an American. How- 
ever, it often happens that after compulsory deliveries to the state and 
payments to the machine tractor station, little is left for the members 
of the collective farm. In this case they ask the Government to give 
them food in advance. The advance has to be repayed from the next 
year’s crop. In 1951, the collective farm “Tarybu Lietuva” having 
fulfilled its quotas to Government, discovered no surplus. 


Communist persecution of the church 


Since Lithuania was predominately Roman Catholic, the main 
blows against religion were directed against the Roman Catholic 
Church. The measures taken against church and religion by the 
Communist authorities were best described by the bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Church of Kaunas, V. Brizgys, at the hearing of the Com- 
mittee on Communist Aggression. 


A chronology of facts shows how quickly Moscow began to attack the Catholic 
Church in Lithuania. The Russian Army occupied Lithuania on June 15, 1940. 
Ten days later, June 25, the Concordat was abrogated. The Papal Nuncio 
received an order to leave the country by August 25. Chaplains from army 
hospitals, schools, and prisons were dismissed July 2. During the next 2 weeks, 
all private hospitals, schools, kindergartens, all charity institutions, orphanages, 
and old people’s homes were expropriated. All the property of these institutions 
was confiscated. All leading personnel of organizations were arrested’ the night 
of July 12, 1940. Beginning that night, one by one disappeared the active mem- 
bers of ¢ atholie and patriotic societies. Some were shot in torture chambers, 
while others were sent to concentration camps in Russia. All Catholic newspapers 
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and magazines were suppressed during the first weeks of occupation. Efforts to 
have at least one catechism or prayerbook were futile. Without any compensa- 
tion, all printing establishments were taken over. Subsequent decrees ordered 
the collection of books of the religious library of the Marian Fathers at Mariam- 
pole, they were loaded in trucks and taken outside of town and burned. All 
priests’ seminaries were seized during the first days of the occupation. After very 
long and’ difficult efforts one seminary was allowed in Kaunas, which, after 4 
months, however, exactly on January 13, 1941, was closed. The students and 
professors were expelled within 12 hours 

All monasteries were also closed during the first months of the Communist 
regime. All property and deposits in banks were also seized. With few excep- 
tions, the rectories of the churches were taken over for various fictional purpo-es 
of the Communist Party. I say—fictional purposes, because the Communist 
Party had members in only a small number of towns. All bishops and chancery 
office staffs were banned from their residences. Among the last to be expelled 
from their residences were the Archbishop of Kaunas and his auxiliary bishop 
* * * After 4 months, in October 1940, the Communist government began a 
very strong movement against the observance of Christian holidays * * * I 
personally know many cases where children, workers, and officials were summoned, 
intimidated, arrested for assisting at Sunday mass. On April 25, 1941, a secret 
order was released to call in person every clergyman and to intimate to him that 
teaching of religion to children in churches and elsewhere was absolutely forbidden 


On the effect of Communist action upon clergymen and religion, 
Bishop V. Brizgys stated: 

One hundred and fifty Catholic priests were arrested in Lithuania during the 
first year of the Soviet occupation. Every priest had to choose one of two courses 
to follow: to be deported to Siberia or to spy on other priests and his parishioners, 


The Communist authorities were especially sensitive about the 
more important holidays. For instance, Deputy Commissar of the 
Interior of the Lithuanian 8S. S. R. on October 27, 1940, issued a special 
order with reference to the holy days of November 1 and 2: 

Special services are conducted in all ehurches on these days ‘and on the eve of 
All Soul’s Day candlelight processions proceed to cemeteries. 

There is no doubt that the clergy, having recently intensified their counter- 
revolutionary activity, will attempt to use this opportunity for their agitation 


to incite the people to anti-Soviet action, to spread counterrevolutionary proclama- 
tions, etc. * * * 


I command that the people guilty of anti-Soviet activity should be immediately 
taken into custody without any fanfare and with the use of a suitable pretext 
for their detention. 

As a matter of fact, according to the testimony of Mr. Banionis, 
about 18,000 people gathered in the cemeteries of Kaunas for com- 
memoration of the dead. They were praying and singing hymns. 
The Communist police surrounded the cemeteries and many people 
were arrested. 

Another order was issued in connection with Christmas of 1940. 
First stating that on that occasion the priests make the traditional 
visits to their parishioners, and that the clergy would use this period of 
visitation for hostile action, the order preseribed: 

In order to beat them to the punch, you must immediately recruit your entire 
network of agent-informers to seek more information and recruit new agents 
among the clergy and the people so that all anti-Soviet acts of the visiting clergy 
may be unmasked. 

Besides these special orders a general order was issued on January 
21, 1941, by the Minister of the Interior, to the security police for the 
purpose ‘of making a general inventory of the activities of religious 
organizations and of the clergy of all denominations. The security 
police was to find out all internal controversies among religious leaders 
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and submit ideas on how such controversies could be employed for 
the recruitment of clerical agents and for the crushing of religious 
organizations. 

Since the termination of World War II persecution of religion, of 
priests and ministers continues unabated. 

In his report to the Lithuanian Communist Party Convention in 
1949, A. Snieckus, first secretary of the central committee of the party 
emphasized that— 

All our forees must be mobilized for a ruthless struggle against the bourgeois 
nationalists and the reactionary essence of the Catholic clergy and for combating 
the religious pre judices of the rural populs ation, 

In 1952, v. Niunka. secretary of the central committee of the 
Lithuanian Communist Party, declared at the convention of Marxian 
instructors, secretaries, and journalists: 

It is necessary to wage a fight against religious nonsense; it is necessary to 
suppress clericalism. At present, the atheistic propaganda still has many short- 
comings in the higher schools. Many lecturers do not properly explain to their 
listeners the harmfulness of the Catholic Church. 

On January 6, 1954, the Lithuanian Communist Party complained 
over the Vilna radio: 

The religious prejudices are connected with bourgeois nationalistic ideology. 
All kinds and colors of bourgeois Nationalists, Social Democrats, Populists, 
Christian-Democrats, Zionist endeavor to poison the conscience of the working 
people through these prejudices. Therefore, party organizations have to fight 
against these prejudices, and against those who spread them. 

To the convention of the Lithuanian Communist Party in February 
1954 the same Snieckus bitterly complained that— 

There are serious shortcomings in the development of the “scientific-atheistic” 
propaganda and in unmasking the reactionary clergy as a supporter of American 
imperialism, 

Clergymen of various faiths described before the committee the 
methods employed against their faiths, ranging from the use of open 
terror and profanation of churches to the systematic and determined 
antireligious indoctrination of the youth. 


Arrests, deportations and mass extermination 


The plan to enslave the Lithuanian nation was prepared in Moscow 
long before the occupation of Lithuania by the Soviet troops. <A few 
hours after the mutual assistance pact between Lithuania and the 
Soviet Union was signed on October 10, 1939, the Deputy Commissar 
of the Soviet Union, General Serov, issued an order for the arrest and 
deportation of all anti-Soviet elements from Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. Under the cover of the mutual assistance pact, the Soviet 
Union was able to plant a large number of NK VD agents and other 
subversives in Lithuania. These elements jointly with the Lithuanian 
Communist Party prepared the careful execution of General Seroy’s 
order. 

On July 7, 1940, A. Snieckus, the above-mentioned Director of the 
Security Department and the secretary-general of the Lithuanian 
Communist Party, ordered the arrest of the leaders and active mem- 
bers of all non-Communist parties. As a result, about 2,000 leading 
Lithuanians were arrested and imprisoned. 

This was only the first step. 
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On November 28, 1940, the Pe ople’s Commissar for the Interior 
issued a new order about negligence in accounting concerning anti- 
Soviet and socially alien elements. The elements to be “accounte “cl”? 
included all former members of anti-Soviet political parties, organ- 
izations and groups; all former members of nationalistic parties, organ- 
izations and groups; former gendarmes, policemen, and generals; 
former army officers; persons expelled from the Communist Party 
for antiparty offenses; political emigrants, reemigrants and re pt itriates; 
all citizens of foreign countries, representatives and employees of 
foreign firms, and foreign legations; persons hav:ng personal contacts 
with people or institutions abroad; former workers of the Red Cross: 
former noblemen, estate owners, merchants, bankers, and employers 
of hired help. , 

On May 23, 1941, by an order of the People’s Commissar for State 
Security of the Lithuanian 8. S. R., an operational staff was formed 
“for direction, preparation and execution of the operation of purging 
of the Lithuanian S. 5. R. from the hostile and criminal and socially 
dangerous element” 

Finally, the People’s Commissariat of State Security of the Soviet 
Union on May 31, 1941, gave the order to make final preparations for 
deportations. 

Between June 14-21, 1941, 34,260 persons were deported to the 
remote areas of Siberia and the Arctic. 

In 1944 the Soviets invaded Lithuania for the second time. The 
return of the Red invaders was followed by a new wave of deporta- 
tions and arrests. 

There were several waves of mass deportations, but the Lithuanian 
people were hardest hit by deportations carried out in 1948-49 when, 
in order to break the resistance of Lithuanian farmers against forcible 
collectivization of their land, about 10 percent of Lithuania’s popu- 
lation was driven to Siberia. 

The inhuman conditions in which the deportations were carried 
out were best described by Mrs. Galinska, one of the deportees, at the 
hearing of the Committee on Communist Aggression, 

Another witness, Dr. M. Devenis, American citizen of Lithuanian 
extract, was arrested in Lithuania and deported to the Arctic are: 
The relevant portion of Dr. Devenis’ testimony gives a vivid picture 
of these deportations: 

Mr. McTicuer. Do you recall anything happening on that transport? 

Mr. Devenis. Well, an unusual thing happened. On the second day I was 
called to the hull of the boat. One of the guards * * * got sick. They found 
out that I was a doctor, and they called me to treat that guard. 

I experienced an unusual sight there. There were about 80 people, invalids, 
some without arms, without legs, with frozen noses, ears, and so on. I was 
wondering what was happening. If they were taking them to hospitals, they 
would take them in the opposite direction, but they were taking them north to 
the Arctic Ocean. 

Later on, about several months after, when I was in Sovchoz, I met that guard, 
and I asked what happened with those people. He was rather friendly to me. 
He said, ‘“‘What do you think? Don’t you know the Russian’ Constitution? 
Everybody who eats is supposed to work. Who doesn’t work doesn’t eat. They 
were invalids, they were unable to work. Why should we feed them? We just 
took them to the ocean and dumped them into the ocean. 

Mr. McTiaur. What happened to people when they became sick? 

Mr. Drevenis. They just let them deteriorate and then later die. 
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ician, would you say that the food, the rations that 
you received in those concentration camps, was deliberately calculated to weaken 
a man over a period of time to the point where he usually just died? 

Mr. Devents. Well, to a certain extent, yes; but they were anxious to exploit, 
to get as much as they could from that man in physical work. When a man got 
weak and when they saw that they couldn’t get any more work of him, they didn’t 
care any more. They just purposely cut the ration and they deliberately let 
him die 

A Catholic priest from Lithuania testified as to the conditions in 
the jails, 


In the prison to which I was taken the other inmates and I were subjected to 


brutish and utterly inhuman treatment Ve were pistol whipped, slugged, 


kicked, and my head was slammed against the wall, and time after time under 
{ treatment I collapsed into unconsciousness. My jailers alternated torture 
and interrogatio All told I was questioned 18 nights from 1 o’clock until 4 in 
the morning. During these periods I was always stripped naked, and brutally 
beater 


Sometimes when they themselves needed sleep they would throw me into 
solitary confinement in an underground cell. One of these periods lasted for 8 
3; during which time they gave me neither food nor water. 
On another occasion I was stuffed into a wooden box like a coffin, so small I 
could neither kneel nor sit, much less fall down. I was locked in this torture 
loset for 8 hours. On still another occasion I was stripped to my underwear and 


( 
locked for 20 hours in a room half filled with ice. On my release I collapsed from 
the terrible cold 





During the 6 months of my imprisonment 
even my mother of my whereabouts 
Halfway through this period when I was weakened by the bestial treatment I 


had received, I was forced to sign five pieces of blank paper. 


P: f in Lith vania today 


Mrs. Puzyna, a French woman who married a Lithuanian, came to 
Lithuania in 1931 and lived there until January 22, 1954. She gave 
a vivid account on living conditions in Lithuania at the hearing of the 
Committee on Communist Aggression. 


I was prevented from informing 


Mr. Hitunas, I think we would be interested in knowing what living condi- 
tions, political and economic conditions are like in Lithuania at the present time. 

Mrs. Puzyna. The workers are not paid enough, the wages are very low, and 
what they are earning is not sufficient for their living. 

Mr. Hiturses. Would you say there is great dissatisfaction among the people 
of Lithuania today? 

Mrs. Puzyna, They are not at all satisfied; most of the people are definitely 
dissatisfied. 

Mr. Hinuincs. Do they dare raise their voices in objection to any of the 
policies of the Communist government in Lithuania? 

Mrs. Puzyna. No; it is impossible, 

Mr. Hiituincs. What would happen to a citizen of Lithuania today if he dared 
to publicly criticize the Communist government? 

Mrs. Puzyna. He will lose his work, or he will be deported, but losing his 
work means practically the same, because it means starvation. 

Mr. Hinurncs, Are the children and all the people allowed to attend church 
services in present-day Lithuania? 

Mrs. Puzyna. Yes. It is possible to go to the church, nobody is openly 
saving no, but, for instance, we the teachers could not go to the church, because 
we would lose our jobs immediately. There is strong propaganda circulated 
among the children against going to church, 

Mr. Hituinas. Have the living conditions of the people you have had contact 
with become any better in the last year, or have they deteriorated? 


\¢ 
Mrs. Puzyna. In towns it is a little better, but in the villages in the country 
it is even worse 


O 





